Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.098; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.1.
In the title compound, C 16 H 13 N 5 O 3 SÁCH 4 O, the dihedral angle between the isatin unit and the 2-methylphenyl group is 41.81 (2) and intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and N-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds occur, generating S(6) and S(5) rings, respectively. In the crystal, polymeric chains arise as a result of N-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁS and C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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Comment
Recently we have reported the preparation and crystal structure of (Z)-4-Hexyl-1-(5-nitro-2-oxo-2,3-dihydro-1H-indol-3-ylidene) thiosemicarbazide (Pervez et al., 2009) . The title compound (I, Fig. 1 ) has been prepared and being reported in continuation of synthesizing various isatin derivatives due to their importance.
The crystal structure of (II) Isatin β-4-(p-tolyl)thiosemicarbazone (Revenko et al., 1994) has been published. The title compound (I) differs from (II) due to attachment of NO 2 group with isatin and positional change of CH 3 group on the benzene ring.
In the crystal structure of (I), the group A (C1-C8/N1/N2/N3/O1) of isatin moiety and 2-methylphenyl group B (C10-C17) are planar with a maximum r. m. s. deviations of 0.0187 and 0.0065 Å respectively, from their mean square plane. The dihedral angle between A/B is 41.81 (2)°. The nitro group C (N2/O2/O3) is oriented at a dihedral angle of 5.7
(2)° with group A. In (I), there exist two interamolecular H-bondings resulting in S(5) and S(6) ring motifs (Bernstein et al., 1995) . Methanol monosolvate interlinks the molecules through H-bondings (Table 1 ., Fig. 2 ). The molecules are stabilized in the form of infinite one dimensional polymeric chains.
Experimental 4-o-Tolylthiosemicarbazide (0.45 g, 2.5 mmol) dissolved in ethanol (10 ml) was added to a hot solution of 5-nitroisatin (0.46 g, 2.5 mmol) in 50% aqueous ethanol (30 ml) containing a few drops of glacial acetic acid. The reaction mixture was then refluxed for 2 h. The yellow crystalline solid formed during heating under reflux was collected by suction filtration.
Thorough washing with hot aqueous ethanol furnished the title compound (I) in pure form (0.71 g, 80%), m.p. 499 K. The yellow needles of (I) were grown in ethanol:n-hexane (1:4) system at room temperature by diffusion method.
Refinement
The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (O-H = 0.82 Å, N-H = 0.86 Å, C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (carrier) or 1.5U eq (methyl C). Figures   Fig. 1 . View of (I) with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown by circles of arbitrary radius and the dotted lines represent the intramolecular Hbonds. 
